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The Behavioral Sciences Graduate Faculty is a very diverse group of faculty members, many of whom have national and 
international recognition in their respective fields.  Some of the disciplines represented include, sociology, psychology, applied 
behavior analysis, human development and family studies, counseling, and community psychology and social change.  A 
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Holly Angelique, Ph.D. (Community Psychology), 
Michigan State University, Associate Professor. 
hxa11@psu.edu. Political empowerment and activism, 
environmental movements, feminism, and social change. 
 
 
Michael Becker, Ph.D. (Social Psychology), SUNY 
Albany, Associate Professor. dzx@psu.edu. Type A 
behavior and human sexuality, interpersonal attraction and 
romantic relationships. 
 
 
Thomas Bowers, Ph.D. (Psychology), Virginia Tech. 
Associate Professor. dvo@psu.edu.  Neuropsychology, 
learning disorders, types of dementia processes, research on 
psychotherapy and addictive behaviors. 
 
 
Gina M. Brelsford, Ph.D. (Clinical Psychology), Bowling 
Green State University. Assistant Professor.  
gmy103@psu.edu.   Spiritual Disclosure in family 
relationships, triangulation of God in the family, human 
flourishing related to spirituality, parent-child relationship 
conflict and psychological outcomes for children.  
 
 
Barbara Bremer, Ph.D. (Psychology), Bryn Mawr 
College. Associate Professor. bab12@psu.edu.   Health 
psychology, medical outcomes assessment, quality of life, 
spirituality, medical decision-making surrounding the end 
of life, women’s health, &  family violence. 
 
 
Ken Cunningham, Ph.D. (Sociology), City University of 
New York – Graduate Center. Associate Professor. 
kuc1@psu.edu. Critical approaches to U.S. foreign policy 
and militarism, U.S. political culture, social movements 
and social change processes, social theory. 
 
 
Richard Fiene, Ph.D. (Developmental Psychology),  
Newport University. Associate Professor. rjf8@psu.edu.  
Child care quality, public policy and  children, youth and 
families, community based research, infant development. 
 

 
Richard Foxx, Ph.D. (Psychology), Southern Illinois 
University. Professor. rmf4@psu.edu.  Use of behavioral 
principles to treat individuals with autism, mental 
retardation, mental illness, emotional disturbances, and 
typical development. 
 
 
Clemmie Gilpin, Ph.D. (Community Systems), Penn State 
University. Assistant Professor. ceg5@psu.edu. Afro-
American studies, aging, and conflict resolution. 
 
 
Kamini Maraj Grahame, Ph.D. (Sociology and Equity 
Studies),  University of Toronto. Associate Professor. 
kmg16@psu.edu.  Gender, race/ethnicity and class 
particularly in relationship to immigrants. globalization, 
trans-national families and transformations in women's 
work, and institutional ethnography. 
 
 
Senel Poyrazli, Ph.D. (Counseling Psychology), University 
of Houston. Associate Professor. poyrazli@psu.edu.  
College student adjustment process and cross-cultural 
counseling, acculturative stress, psychosocial and academic 
adjustment among international college students, 
acculturation experiences of immigrants. 
 
 
Kimberly Schreck, Ph.D. (Psychology; Mental 
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities), Ohio State 
University. Associate Professor. kas24@psu.edu.  Autism, 
mental retardation/developmental disabilities, early 
intervention, childhood sleep disorders. 
 
 
Maria Turkson, Ph.D. (Counseling Psychology), 
University of Maryland. Assistant Professor. 
mat17@psu.edu.  Therapist self-care, therapy relationship 
between client and therapist, career development, and 
women’s issues. 
 
 
Xu Xu, Ph.D. (Psychology), Northern Illinois University. 
Assistant Professor. xux10@psu.edu.  Relationship 
between language and thinking, abstract concept 
representation, processing of figurative language. 


