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Small Public Water Systems Technology Assistance Center

This U.S. EPA Center provides training opportunities for 
trainers and operators of small water systems. 

An array of training including process 
control, safety, operations, maintenance and 
administration. Training is generally designed 
to be hands-on with lots of operator/trainer/
equipment interaction.

Environmental Training Center
Penn State Harrisburg, TL 177
777 West Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057-4898
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by Alison Shuler (ajs28@psu.edu)

òThe SDWA at 30: Partnerships, Opportunities, and Chal-
lengesó was the theme of the Association of State Drinking Water 
Administrators 20th

 
Annual Conference in St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 17 

to 20, 2005. 
ASWDA reported over 215 attendees at the four-day event. 

Attendees represent state drinking water programs, water utilities, 
EPA headquarters and regions, and other members of the water 
community. Opening ceremony remarks included several direc-
tors of the Drinking Water/Groundwater Divisions. Benjamin 
Grumbles, Acting Administrator of the U.S. EPA Ofþ ce of Water, 
began by asking participants not to forget the improvements that 
have been made, stating 90 percent of community water systems 
are meeting the health-based standards of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act.  Grumbles also stated that EPA is committed to fol-
lowing through on the LT 2/Stage 2 and Ground Water Rules, 
though the speciþ cs of these rules are not yet þ nalized. Short-
term priorities for the agency are: revisions to the Lead and Copper 
Rule to target improved monitoring, proactive management, consumer 
awareness; guidance updates for schools and child care facilities; and 
re-examination of small system affordability criteria used by the agency 
in development of new rules.  

Jenny Bielanski and Holly Fleming, U.S. EPA Drinking Water 
Utilities, were among the many who visited the TACNET exhibit. The 
TACNET representatives at the exhibit included Steve Wilson 
of the Midwest Technology Assistance Center and Illinois State 
Water Survey, Karen Turner and Dr. Tom Clevenger of the Missouri 
Technology Assistance Center for Small Public Drinking Water 
Systems at the University of Missouri-Columbia, Janna Fattic of the 
Western Kentucky University Technical Assistance Center for Water 
Quality, Alison Shuler of the Small Public Water Systems Technology 
Assistance Center at Penn State Harrisburg, and Ben Cichowski of 
the Montana Water Center at Montana State University.  Cichowski 
presented òHow Can Interactive Training Tools Help Small System 
Operators?ó during the Creative Considerations for Small System 
Challenges session. 

Presentation and more about proceedings at the conference can be 
found on the ASDWA Web site at www.asdwa.org.
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Steve Wilson (MTAC), 
Ben Cichowski (Montana TAC), Alison 
Shuler (PSH ð SPWSTAC), Bridget OõGrady 
(ASDWA), Holly Fleming (EPA), Karen Turner 
(MOTAC) and Tom Clevenger (MOTAC)

St. Louis and  Busch Stadium ð 24 hours before the 
þ nal payoff game.  The new stadium is in construction 
around the existing stadium.

 Gateway òArchó at night.  The Arch is 
celebrating its 40th  Anniversary. 
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