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FROM THE EDITOR® DESK:

Is3.THIS THE LAST ISSUEOF THE MAASA NEWSLETTER?

By John Haddad

We begin this Newsletter with
an alarming announcement.
What you are holding right
now in your hands will proba-
bly be the very last issue of
the Middle Atlantic American
Studies Association Newslet-
ter. But before you enter into
open revolt, you should know
that our organization is in the
process of changing its name.
This October, at the Annual
Meeting of the American
Studies Association in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, we will
present a proposal to the
Committee on Regional Chap-

ters, the essence of which is
that we request a name
change! One possibility: we
may hereafter be called The
Eastern American Studies
Association (EASA). And thus,
though we may die today,
tomorrow we rise out of the
ashes like the proverbial
phoenix that we are!

Though our masthead may
change, you can expect the
same journalistic excellence

that you have come to rely on
these many years to stay in-
formed. We promise to con-
tinue to deliver the very best

in the genre of harahitting
investigative journalism, such

as my spareno-prisoners
ONewsmaker 1Inte
Kasey Grier. Our stories and
features will continue to come

to you from the minds and
pens of our newsgathering
team (thatos
students and me). And you

tw

will continue to receive notice
of regional events related to
our field, thanks to our state
of-the art telecommunications
instruments (email & tele-
phone). In short, you can
continue to count on us to
remain your official American
Studies headquarters.

Along with the usual intellec-
tual cornucopia, this issue of
the newsletter contains the all
4« mportant oCall
This year, MAASA will be part-
nering with the Pennsylvania
Political Science Association
(PPSA) for a joint conference,
to be held in March 2009 in
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania.
Though | encourage any and
all interested professors,
teachers, graduate students,
scholars, and professionals to
submit, | would also like to

urge faculty members from
our region to locatepromising
American Studies under-
graduatesto participate in the
Undergraduate Roundtable.
MAASA Vice President, Fran-
cis Ryan (American Studies,
LaSalle), will be organizing
this stellar event, as he has
done for the last few years. It
has been a wonderful addi-
tion to the conference, and so
we hope you will encourage
future scholars to come and
present their work in a
friendly academic environ-
ment.

Have a wonderful autumn!
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PENN STATE HARRISBURGUNVEILS
AMERICAN STUDIES PH.D.

Penn State Harrisburg has even more to be proud of!

OWe have

emphasis among dc

programs of

emphasizing public

cagement, and communica-

heritage and publ
practic

By Brant Ellsworth

Penn State Harrisburg Ameri-
can Studies graduate student
Brant Ellsworth sat down re-
cently with Dr. Simon Bronner
about the
can Studies Ph.D. program,
which will begin accepting
students for the Fall, 2009
semester.

What can people do with a
Ph.D. in American Studies?

Many go in to education, es-
pecially collegéevel instruc-

ernmental agencies, historical
organizations, cultural asso-
ciations, arts administration
and cultural resource man-

tions.

eeo
What is unique about this
program?
I would say
rather than
have a distinctive emphasis
among doctoral programs of
emphasizing public heritage
and public practice but also
have strengths in other areas
that we develop: interdiscipli-
nary history and politics; cul-
ture, arts, and communica-
tion; society and ethnography;
regional, local, environmental,

schoo

e ndlidreS i ahvalteC 1

in public heritage posi-
)CWrrsiILch as museums, gov-

odi
oun

and urban studies. We also
have our location, which is
important because we plan to
encourage using the many
rich cultural resources in the
region including Gettysburg,
Amish Country, Coal Region,
State Capital, and Hershey
Foods and Entertainment.

With the shortage of jobs in
liberal arts, how will the pro-
gram prepare students for
employment?

Recent surveys have shown
that American Studies gradu-
ates have been doing well
compared to other fields in
the liberal arts. We do have
assistantships to prepare
students for teaching and we -
have internships both in mu-
seums and in other kinds of
organizations to prepare for
work in public heritage.

How will the program prepare
students for work in public
heritage?

Besides the internships, we
ffv opyses in archives and
records Management, mu-
seum studies, historic preser-
vation, and oral history. We
also have available the re-
sources of the Public Admini-
stration Ph.D. program and
expect that American Studies
students working in public
heritage will want to take
advantage of their courses in
public administration and
public policy.

What is an ideal candidate for
the program?

An ideal candidate is some-
one who sees connections of
various sorts when working
with different kinds of evi-
dence or scholarship. An
ideal candidate is willing to
build on a foundation of
American Studies scholarship
and use that to open new

frontiers of knowledge. An
idea candidate is someone
who has original research in
mind and will work with our
faculty to develop it.

How can an undergrad or
masterds
pare for admission?

Students can build that foun-
dation of American Studies
scholarship, get hand=on
experience in historical and
cultural organizations, and
become part of the American
Studies community regionally
and nationally. Attend some
conferences, give presenta-
tions, and develop research
skills.

What is the idea range for
GRE scores?

Rather than working from raw
scores, we look at percentiles
which tell us how candidates
stand against others who took
the exam. A good goal to
shoot for is to score above the
80th percentile in writing and
analytical skills. | should em-
phasize, however, that we
look at the complete person,
not just oneds

What are the benefits of Penn
St at e
a Ph.D. student?

This is a great location be-
cause of the historic and cul-
tural legacy and if one is look-
ing to public heritage, the
diverse array of museums,
attractions, and research
organizations in Central Penn-
sylvania. Harrisburg is not
only central to Pennsylvania,
but also centrally located
between major metropolises
with their own resources,

(cont. on pg. 7)
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

LA SALLE UNIVERSITY

By Megan C. McGee

As each October debuts and
northwest Philadelphia is
bathed in brisk fall air, the
thoughts of the La Salle Uni-
versity American Studies As-
sociation turn to muskets and
revolution. Each year since
2003, the La Salle ASA has
provided chil
at the annual reenactment of
the Battle of Germantown at
the Clivden Estates in the
Germantown section of Phila-
delphia, which took place this
year on October 4, 2008.

dr

The La Salle ASA, advised by

Dr. Francis Ryan, provides
a plethora of educational
and autumnally themed
activities for the neighbor-
hood children, including
pumpkin painting, coloring
pages, and colonial games
In 2007, one of the most
popular activities was the
ring toss game, which the
children took to immedi-
ately.

t

The La Salle American Studies Associa-
tion with a re-enactor in 2008.

Whil e the c¢ch
ties at Germantown kick

off the academic year with a
Omustkango, t he
sors a variety of other events
that use American Studies
outside of the classrooms in

Olney Hall. The fall is
rounded out with the annual
Multicultural Roundtable,
where La Salle students from
outside of the United States

(cont. on pg. 5)

CALL FOR PAPERSFOR THE SPRING CONFERENCE!

THEME: FAITH,

These words are simple
enough: Congress shall make
no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise

t her &etfAlexis de Toc-
gueville noted,
atmosphere of the country

was the first thing that struck
me upon arrival in the United
States. 0 Bet we
poles established by these

two famous statements lies
abundant room for discussion
and exploration.

Bearing in mind the fateful
interstices between religion,
politics, and culture, and
seeking to explore the ways in
which these modes of belief,
expression, and behavior
intermingle in American con-
texts, the MAASA announces
its joint meeting with the
Pennsylvania Political Science
Association (PPSA)The con-
ference will be held at Eliza-
bethtown College
(Elizabethtown, PA) from

PoLiTics, CULTURE: AMERICAN MIXTURES

March 27-28, 2009. The
American Studies portion of
the conference invites pro-
spective participants to sub-
mit proposals for papers or
panels which address the
thémedoé religien land gadliticsu s
in American culture. Deadline
for abstracts is January 15,
2009. Please send a one
page absfract ahdwngrage
CV to John R. Haddad either
electronically

(rh36@psu.edu) or by mail:

John Haddad

American Studies

School of Humanities
Penn State Harrisburg
777 West Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057

Conference Details:

® | ocation:Elizabethtown

College Elizabethtown PA

® Dates:Friday, March 27
Saturday, March 28

® Conference HotelHoli-
day Inn Express, Elizabeth-
town
ProposalDeadline:January
15, 2009
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one kind, it would
probably be cats. |
their app
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NEWSMAKERINTERVIEW:
DR. KASEY GRIER

tortoise named Sidney, and a
horse. The cats and dogs are
all adoptions from shelters-
one cat is an adoption from
the barn where | keep my
horse.

By Dr. John Haddad

On November 11, 2008 at
7:30 PM on the Penn State
Harrisburg campus, Dr. Kasey
Grier will present her research
on American pekeeping as a
part of our American Studies
Lecture Series. The eventis
free and open to the public.
A Professor of History at the
University of Delaware, Dr.
rier-hlso sesves ap Di{recto
ﬁth(grl MusgsuriﬁStEdi s
Program. She is the author
of Pets in AmericaA History
|ikeniversity of North Caroling
Press, 2006), which was
recentigreteaed in qapey
back.

In the great dogs vs. cats

I had the pleasure of sitting
down with Dr. Grier to dis-
cuss her longtime fascina-

tion with pets and their role | =
in our culture. What follows === .
then, is our Newsmaker s, A \: . . e

Interview.

=8

Dr. Grier with one of her beloved pets.

Do you have a favorite pet
story from youth?

Lots, but here is one. For my
8th birthday, | received a kit-
ten, whom | had seen from
the time he was a newborn, at
the house up the street. He
turned out to be a really mean
cat who only liked my great
grandfather, who lived with
us for the last seven years of
his life.

My favorite pet ad of all time
is the one for Meow Mix,
where the cat sings: "meow,
meow, meow, meow /
meow, meow, meow,

meow / meow, meow,
meow, meow

/ MEOW meow, meow,
meow..." Do you have a
favorite pet ad?

Pet product ads are much
more clever than the ones

~ | for people products. |

wonder why that is? One |
particularly liked was for a

debate, where do you come
down?

I like them both a lot. | have
to admit, if I could only have
one kind, it would probably be
cats. | like their approach to
life. Don't tell my dog Patti-
it would break her heatrt.

Do you currently own, or have
you ever owned, pets?

Grier: I've had pets all my life
-in fact, | don't think | have
ever been without one or
more. The current Quadruped
Squadron consists of two
cats, two dogs, a

pet store chain, where

a young couple counted all
the elaborately wrapped gifts
for "Gilbert" (or whatever the
name was)--who turned out
to be their dog.

(cont. on pg. 6)

Newsletter Credits

Editor. Dr. John Haddad, Penn State Harrisburg
Layout & Design Megan C. McGee

Contributors Dr. John Haddad, Megan C. McGee, Erin Miller,
Brant Ellsworth

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the
diversity of its workforce.U. Ed. HBO 0424



American Studies

Page5

AMERICAN STUDIES IN ACTION:
PA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESARCHIVES

By Erin Miller

The Pennsylvania House
of Representatives Ar-
chives, squatting amid
the pipes and oilstained
floors of the Irvis Building
basement, is a treasure
house of information on
former Representatives
and their historical docu-
ments, as well as more
mundane records of vari-
ous government offices
and committee reports.
When | was 21 and a
junior in college, | would
have been surprised to
know that three years
later | would be a full
time employee of an
archive. As an English
major, | expected to be
stationed in a magazine,
probably starting out as
an editor and fact
checker before making
my way up to being a
professional writer, |
realize now that an ar-
chive or library is proba-

bly one of the best
places for me to be in.

As | mentioned earlier,
the Archives has many
records of interest, and
almost every day we re-
ceive a call for commit-
tee reports, personnel
records, or genealogy
research. As the only
archives dedicated solely
to the operations of the
House of Representa-
tives, we are usually the
final word on that body.
If we do not have a given
document, chances are
no one else does either.
However, if we do not
have the information, we
also do our best to track
it down because, after
all, the information is not
only interesting to the
requester but also neces-
sary to the overall mis-
sion of the Archives.

An archives employee searches for pieces

to the puzzle that is PA history.

One of my duties is to
maintain the Archives
newsletter. We have
several ongoing articles,
such as oA CJ
Our House Hils
You Know?dé ai
popul ar o0Mysi|t
in which employees com-
pete to identify people in
photos. Our newsletter
combines research, writ-
ing, and history to better
educate our fellow em-
ployees, as well as for-
mer members and other

(cont. on pg. 7)

LA SALLEGS ASA CONTRIBUTES TO THE

(cont. from pg. 3)
speak on their experiences in
our country.

The spring is full of commu-
nity and educational activities
as well. The semester begins
with the annual lecture series.
Speakers have included Dr.
Charles Kupfer of Penn State
Harrisburg and Dr. Carolyn
Kitch of Temple University.
The conference is also an
event that the association
participates in, especially if
the conference is close to
campus. If that is the case,
the club attends en masse to
support our presenters and to

hear the topics that are new
in American Studies.

Finally, the school year is
rounded out with the annual
lyceum project. The club trav-
els to area schools and gives
short lectures on topics of
interest to the students. Past

topics include
Public Eyedé and
Politics. o The

PowerPoint presentation and
a short film, then a question
and answer section about
everything from the topic dis-
cussed to the process of se-
lecting the right college and
major. There is hope of

COMMUNITY

scheduling this event twice a
year, in order to give talks at
more schools.

Outside the Classroom is a
student-written column
meant to show the various
ways that American Studies
students are using their skills
outside the traditional learn-
ing space and giving backto |2
their communities, which
after all, is the foundation of
the American experience.
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